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The Weight of Wisdom
(The Wisdom Challenge Sermon Series,  Part 4)
Proverbs 9:10-11

by Dr. Hal Seed	
Senior Pastor, New Song Community Church
Oceanside, California

© 2021 Hal Seed and The Wisdom Society

Note: Permission is granted for use and adaptation in pulpits everywhere. It is strongly suggested that you adapt this sermon to make it your own so that you can preach from your own life and heart—and guard the precious relationship of trust you have with your listeners. 

[Notes to pastors: Words in bold italics are meant to be made into slides. Underlined words are meant to be replaced with a blank in accompanying message notes. I used the Christian Standard Bible in composing this. If you prefer to preach from another translation, you may want to modify the wording of some of the points to fit the wording of your translation.]


Good morning!

INTRODUCTION
We are learning these days about the wonder of wisdom. We are learning that wisdom is a great gift. Apart from the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ, wisdom outweighs all other gifts. 
· Because it’s portable – you can take it anywhere. 
· And its pervasive – whatever you apply wisdom to gets better, whether it’s your relationships, your work habits, your company’s systems or processes or your eating and exercise plans. 
· And it’s permanent – people take your possessions, employers can take away position, but once you’ve acquired it, nobody can take away your wisdom. 

Wisdom not only benefits you, it benefits everyone around you. The wiser you get, the more valuable you are to family and friends, your church, and your employer. And the more valuable you are, the more others like you, and the more your achieve.

This is why Solomon said,  
…wisdom is better than jewels,
and nothing desirable can equal it. Proverbs 8:11

SEGUE
One person who found this out for himself was a man named James.

James grew up in a challenging situation. He was the second of five brothers and three sisters. That wouldn’t have been bad, except that his oldest brother was popular, brilliant, and could do no wrong. 

James could never compete with him. Everything his brother did was perfect. Everyone said so. Their mother thought his brother was the Messiah. And in fact, He was. James older brother was Jesus. (Yes, THE Jesus.)

How would you like to grow up as the younger brother of the Messiah? What could you say when you did something wrong and your dad said, “Why can’t you be more like your brother?”

“Well dad, maybe because my brother is God, and I’m not?” 

James grew up under the shadow of Jesus. 

James had a cousin who was also named James, and another cousin whose name was John. Jesus picked both of them to be Apostles and left James out of His inner circle.

John the Apostle wrote in John 7:5, that James didn’t believe in Jesus. He said, “Not even his brothers believed in him.” John 7:5

James didn’t believe that Jesus was Messiah. In the descriptions of the crucifixion, Mary was there, along with her sister Salome and John, and probably some of the other Disciples. As Jesus is dying, He entrusted His mother to the care of His cousin John, not His brother James, who was the second-oldest son and should have taken that responsibility at the elder’s death.

We don’t know a ton about James. But let me walk you through what we do know about him so you can see the value of wisdom as it worked its way into his life.

A. The Increasing Wisdom of James:
1. He started as a skeptic. John 7:5

After living with Jesus all of his life, he didn’t believe that his brother was the Messiah.

But, something happened as a result of the Resurrection. Once he saw Jesus risen from the dead,
2. He became a believer. 1 Corinthians 15:7

1 Corinthians 15:7 says,
Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 1 Corinthians 15:7

Jesus showed himself to James post-resurrection, and James became a follower.

James began meeting with the other followers of Jesus.
3. He was one of the 120 who prayed in the Upper Room before Pentecost. Acts 1:14

Acts 1:14 says,
They were continually united in prayer, along with the women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. Acts 1:14

James began to grow in his faith. The first time we see him mentioned by name post-Pentecost is in Acts 12:7, where Peter, after his miraculous release from prison, 
…described to them how the Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell these things to James and the brothers,” he said. Acts 12:17

So by then, James had moved from believing to leading. 

4. He became a leader in the church. Acts 12:17
 
The next time James is mentioned in Scripture is Galatians 1:18, where Paul says that when he reported his missionary journeys to the church in Jerusalem, the only two Apostles he met with where Peter and James. 

“I did go up to Jerusalem to get to know Cephas, and I stayed with him fifteen days. I didn’t see any of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.” Galatians 1:18-19

Which means that a dozen or so years after James became a follower, 
5. He became co-leader of the church, with Peter. Galatians 1:18-19

Fast forward a few more years, to Acts 15, when the leaders of the church gather to decide how to treat all the Gentiles who were turning to Christ, James stands up and gives his summary judgment on how they are to be treated. “I have decided,” he says, “that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God.”

“I have decided,” he says. James has become…
6. He became the principal leader of the church. Acts 15:19

If that’s not enough, in 46 A.D., just 13 years after the death and resurrection of His brother, James wrote what is likely the first book of the New Testament. 

In it, he identifies himself as, “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.” James 1:1

7. He wrote the first book of the New Testament. James 1:1

NEED
How did James go from a skeptic to the primary leader of the church and  New Testament author?

What enabled him to grow and mature so greatly that the whole church wanted to follow his lead?

We don’t know. 

But we can guess.

We can guess that he spent a lot of time in prayer, and  a lot of time with God’s people, and that he spent a lot of time reading his Bible.

Of course, the only Bible James had available to him was what we know as the Old Testament. None of the New Testament books had been written yet.

I also want to guess that he spent an inordinate amount of time reading the book of Proverbs?

What makes me think this?

Listen to James 3:15-17.
15 Such wisdom does not come down from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there is disorder and every evil practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-loving, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without pretense.
James 3:15-17 (Compare James’ words of wisdom with Proverbs 14:2; 7:18; 27:20; 6:34; 28:25; 11:29; 8:13; 15:26; 3:1-2; 11:2; 14:15; 11:17; 21:6, and 28:13 and you will see why I think James spent a lot of time pursuing wisdom in Proverbs.).

Earthly wisdom is described in Proverbs 14:2.
Unspiritual wisdom is described in Proverbs 7:18.
Demonic wisdom is described in Proverbs 27:20.
Envy, selfish ambition, disorder, evil practices and have proverbs written about them. As do purity, peace, gentleness, compliance, mercy and good friends, unwaveringness, and pretense.  I’ve included all of their references in your notes.

The book of James has been called “The Proverbs of the New Testament,” because it is packed with wisdom. In three short verses, James alludes to 14 different proverbs.

Oh, and one more step for James.

8. History calls him, “James the Just,” because of his wisdom. 

Proverbs 1:3 says that one of the primary purposes of Proverbs is to teach us righteousness, justice, and integrity. It says Proverbs are…
…for receiving prudent instruction
in righteousness, justice, and integrity;
Proverbs 1:3

POINT
James grew from skeptic to believer by surrendering to Jesus.

The first wisest thing we can do is surrender to Jesus because this leads us to unity with God.
The second wisest thing we can do is lead others to surrender to Jesus as Savior and Lord.

Proverbs 9:10 says,
The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
Proverbs 9:10

Eternal life starts with a relationship with Jesus. And wisdom starts in the exact same place. 

When you get Jesus, you get the beginnings of true wisdom, because you get to begin to see the world through the eyes of its Creator.

Write this down:
B. Wisdom starts with Jesus.

James’ wisdom started with Jesus.

When you became a Christian, you became a new creation. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “the old has passed away and the new has come.”

James then grew from believer to leader to inspired author, and then to the man known for justice by walking with Jesus and reading Proverbs.

James was a reader of Proverbs, an acquirer of wisdom. 

Never underestimate the power of continuing to grow in wisdom, over time. This is why The Wisdom Challenge is not to read the book of Proverbs for a month, but to read it with others for at least a year—and hopefully for a lifetime. Billy Graham read a chapter of Proverbs a day for 70 years, and look what he became.

SEGUE
Friends, once you become a Christian, you want to grow in character and love and ability. You know this. And one of the best books to help you grow in these ways is Proverbs.

So, once you’ve got Jesus, pursue His wisdom. Here’s one reason:
11 For by me your days will be many,
and years will be added to your life. Proverbs 9:11

Write this down:
C. Wisdom brings weighty rewards.

Let me give you a few of them.

One of the rewards for wisdom is living a longer life. – “Years will be added to your life.” 

If you believe the Bible, 
1. Applying Proverbs will add years to your life. Proverbs 9:11

Here are a few more promises about length of life:
Proverbs 4:10 says, 
Listen my son. Accept my words, and you will live many years. Proverbs 4:10

Proverbs 3:1 -
Don’t forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commands; for they will bring you many days, a full life, and well-being. Proverbs 3:1-2

Proverbs 3:16 -
Long life is in her right hand, in her left, riches and honor. Proverbs 3:16

Proverbs 10:27 – 
The fear of the Lord prolongs life… Proverbs 10:27

Are you convinced yet? I could go on.

Wisdom helps you live an longer and healthier life. What is that worth?! What would it be worth to live another 10 healthy years? What would it be worth to add 10 healthy years onto the life of your spouse, your children, and others you love?

Wisdom can do just that!

A second reward for getting and applying wisdom is that…
2. Applying Proverbs will bring you well-being. Proverbs 3:2

Listen to Proverbs 3:2 - 
“…my commands will bring  you many days, a full life and well-being. Proverbs 3:2

Here’s a third reward:
3. Applying Proverbs will help you prosper. Proverbs 28:25b

…whoever trusts the Lord will prosper. Proverbs 28:25b

And a fourth:
4. Applying Proverbs will bring you security. Proverbs 1:33a6b; 3:2

Whoever listens to me will live securely. Proverbs 1:33a

The Lord will be your confidence and will keep your foot from a snare. Proverbs 3:26

And a fifth:
5. Applying Proverbs will make you happy. Proverbs 3:13

Happy is a man who finds wisdom and who acquires understanding… Proverbs 3:13

And,
The one who understands a matter finds success, and the one who trusts in the Lord will be happy. Proverbs 16:20

Sixth:
6. Applying Proverbs will give you stability. Proverbs 2:21

The upright will inhabit the land, and those of integrity will remain in it. Proverbs 2:21

Seventh:
7. Applying Proverbs will give you favor. Proverbs 4:9

She will place a garland of favor on your head; she will give you a crown of beauty. Proverbs 4:9

Eighth:
8. Applying Proverbs might make you wealthy. Proverbs 8:20-21

I walk in the ways of righteousness, along the paths of justice, giving wealth as an inheritance to those who love me, and filling their treasuries. Proverbs 8:20-21

(This potential reward is so enticing, I must remind you that proverbs are principles and not promises. They generally come true. So generally, if you apply wisdom to your life, you will rise economically. But it’s not a guarantee.)

Ninth:
9. Applying Proverbs will protect you from sexual temptation. Proverbs 6:24

They will protect you from an evil woman, from the flattering tongue of a wayward woman. Proverbs 6:24

Applying Proverbs will make your life better!

One more. Number 10:
10. Applying Proverbs will bring you life. Proverbs 10:17

The one who follows instruction is on the path to life, but the one who rejects instruction goes astray. Proverbs 10:17

Good life. A blessed life. The life God intends for you.

REVIEW
Alright, so… longer life, well-being, prosperity, security, happiness, stability, favor, wealth, less temptation, and a good life. Raise your hand if you don’t want these things.

Raise your hand if you do want these things?

According to God’s word, the way to get them is to apply the wisdom of Proverbs to your life. And the first step in applying a Proverb is learning that Proverb. By my count, in the 915 verses of Proverbs there are 659 individual proverbs. So let’s read them, shall we? Let’s become a church of wise people.

JAMES
“James the Just” could easily have spent his life as just “James.” We wouldn’t have heard of him, and he wouldn’t have made much of a difference in this world.

But somewhere along the line, James decided to saturate his heart with wisdom. He chose to read from, and probably memorize all of, the Book of Proverbs, and he chose to live it out as well as he could.

Without that decision, the church in Jerusalem would have had lesser leadership; members of the church would have been less-well-guided; there would have been no book of James in the New Testament; and James himself would have been less than he or God wanted it to be.

But one day, James made a decision and followed-through with it.

Somewhere along their timeline, everyone who lives a great life makes a decision and follows through with it.

I’m hoping today, you’ll make a decision to become a man or woman of wisdom and follow through with it.

Here is a three-part plan that is guaranteed to change your life:

1) Will you make a decision today to pursue wisdom?
2) Decide today that every month for the next 12 months you will find a different Proverbs Partner to read the Book of Proverbs with. 
3) Then challenge those 12 people to pass it on by doing the same thing with 12 others.
You might ask: Isn’t 12 times overdoing it?

I’d say this: Given the weight of wisdom—it’s power to change everything, spending 5-7 minutes a day pursuing wisdom with another person, is wise and by no means overdoing it. It’s likely just the beginning of your lifetime pursuit of wisdom.


Simple:

Pursue. Partner. Pass it on!

REVIEW
The journey of a wise life begins with a relationship with Jesus: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10). 

Do you have a relationship with Jesus?

If not, that’s your first step.

Here’s how you know you have a relationship with Jesus: you can think of the time when you formally inviting Him to be the Lord and Savior of your life.

If you haven’t done this on any other day, I want to encourage you to do it today.

Inviting Jesus into your life involves a simple prayer. Something like this:
Lord Jesus, I invite You into my life.
I want a relationship with You.
In order to have one, I know I need to ask Your forgiveness for the things I’ve done wrong.
So I’m asking Your forgiveness now.
Forgive all my failures Lord.
And come into my life.
I purpose to life the rest of my life for You, and with You.
Be my Lord.
Be my Savior.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

If you’d like to become a follower of Jesus, I’ll repeat that prayer, one line at a time, and you can pray it line by line after me.

Here’s the prayer: (I hope you’ll pray it if you are not sure you’re a child of God.)

Lord Jesus, I invite You into my life.
I want a relationship with You.
In order to have one, I know I need to ask Your forgiveness for the things I’ve done wrong.
So I’m asking Your forgiveness now.
Forgive all my failures Lord.
And come into my life.
I purpose to life the rest of my life for You, and with You.
Be my Lord.
Be my Savior.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

If you sincerely prayed that prayer, you might not feel anything different for awhile. But you’ve invited Jesus into your life, He goes where He’s invited as He promised, so He is with you now. 

I encourage you to cultivate that relationship by talking with Him regularly. That’s called prayer.

And by reading the love letter He’s written to you. That’s the Bible.

You’ll want to start by getting to know about Him by reading the stories of His life at the front of the New Testament. The stories written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

And of course, you’ll want to acquire more and more of His wisdom by reading Proverbs.

That’s where I encourage all of us to make a decision today.

Will you make a decision to be a life-long learner? A life-long acquirer of wisdom? To pursue, partner, and pass on wisdom? [Raise your hand if you plan to do this.]

For four weeks now, we’ve encouraged you to read the Proverb of the day. On the 28th day of the month, read the 28th chapter. On the 29th, read the 29th chapter, etc.

You’re more likely to do it if you partner up with a Proverbs Partner, for mutual sharing, encouraging and accountability. You are FAR more likely to succeed if you do it with others. Sometime each day, text each other the one Proverb that popped out at you as you read.

The Wisdom Challenge encourages you to pick a new partner every month. That way, you continue to keep it fresh, and you bring another person along on the lifelong journey towards wisdom. It’s a lifestyle. And a fruitful one.

Assignments:
So, your assignments, should you choose to accept them are:
1. Receive Jesus into your life.
2. Decide to pursue wisdom all the days of your life.
3. Invite a friend to be your Proverbs Partner, to read a chapter of Proverbs with you each day for a whole month. (Email or text each other your choice verse for the day.) At the end of the month, invite a different friend to be a Proverbs Partner with you and do that for at least 12 months.
4. Pass it on by challenging your Proverbs Partner to do the same with others and keep the spread of wisdom going on and on.

I printed all four of these decisions in your message notes today. Before we close in prayer, would you put a check mark next to the ones you will purpose to participate in?

So if you received Jesus today, or have already received Jesus prior to today, put checkmark over the “1”.

And if you have decided to pursue wisdom for a lifetime, put a checkmark over the “2”.

If you’ll communicate your Proverb of the day with a partner, check the “3”.

And if you’ll pass it on by repeating this process by enlisting a new partner next month, check “4.”

Let me pray for you.
Heavenly Father, thank You for endowing us with the ability to learn and grow. And thank You for giving us the means to grow by reading and applying Proverbs.

Lord, we purpose today to read this book, and live it out as well as we can today, and even better tomorrow as we acquire more wisdom.

Jesus, we want to be like You as much as possible. Make us wise beyond our days. And make us wise for all our days. We pray in Your name, Amen!

[image: Logo, icon

Description automatically generated]Page 1 of 12
image1.png
WISDOM

CHALLENGE




image2.tiff




